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Digital humanities: one definition
• Digital humanities is an umbrella term to include different 
practices, methodologies, technologies, and research 
strategies for humanists. 
• They are the result of a dynamic dialogue between diverse 
and emerging technologies and the humanities
<http://www.whatisdigitalhumanities.com/>
•
















“Libraries have always been about 
the digital and about the 
humanities (Kim, 2016).”
AC and DH: 3 levels of interaction
• the spatial level, i.e the physical sharing of spaces, staff and 
equipment (Research Commons);
• - the service-oriented level, i.e. the services and tools
developed by academic libraries to support research in digital 
humanities; 
• - the professional level, i.e. the skills and expertise gained by 
academic librarians in partnering in digital humanities 
projects.
Scholars’Lab
Emory Center for Digital Scholarship
Center for digital research in the 
humanities
According to a survey sponsored by the 
Association for Research Libraries (ARL), 
in 2011 48% of the ARL libraries provided
services to support digital humanities
(ARL, 2011)
Services to support DH
• Digital infrastructure
• Digitization activities
• Data curation and visualization
• Text and data mining
• 3D Printing
• Consultancy on IPRs
The Shelley-Godwin Archive
Victorian Women Writers Project
These kinds of research involve not just 
the knowledge of relevant computer 
applications but also often skills and 
knowledge in collecting and organizing 
data, in which librarians have unique 
training and background (Kamada, 
2010).”
New skills … ?
• Knowledge organization
• Use of set of metadata
• Use of markup languages
• Use of 3D technologies and of data visualization
tools
• Experience in training and teaching the use of 
DH tools
… For new roles an positions!
• Metadata librarian
• Markup language expert librarian
• Subject librarian
• Collection specialist librarian
• Expert of intellectual property rights issues and of copyright in 
the digital environment
• Repository managers
• Content management system experts
• Data visualization experts
• Data curators
Librarians’competencies for E-research and 
scholarly communication
